THE BRAZILIAN  PLATEAU                    119

of Cuyaba and Diamantino in Matto Grosso. It is of slow growth,
and has so far resisted attempts to acclimatize it in the tropical
parts of other continents, though it is found also in Colombia and
probably also in Bolivia.

Such centres of population as there are in Matto Grosso and
Goyaz are distributed along the crest of the main watershed
between the northward and southward flowing rivers and in head
basins of these. This great ridge is the natural avenue of approach
from the east and has already been followed part way (towards
Goyaz town) by one trunk railway. On the divide a district has
been reserved for the Federal Capital, in the south-eastern corner
of Goyaz, ready to receive it when at some distant future time it
is moved from the coast nearer the geographical centre of Brazil.
In succession along or near the watershed west of the future
Federal District are situated the towns of Goyaz, Cuyaba,
Diamantino, and Matto Grosso, all weH to the south of their respec-
tive states. To the north down to the Amazon, and to the south
down to the frontier of Paraguay lie vast, almost uninhabited
tracts. Except for the single comparatively narrow zone of
penetration, the western plateaus and their adjoining lowlands lie
beyond the limits of colonization from the eastern coast. Here,
however, as in other remote parts of South America, the develop-
ment of national air transport services is bringing hitherto isolated
places into contact with centres of population and economic
activity and incidentally enabling the frontier of settlement to
be extended. From the map Fig. IOA it will be seen that much
of Eastern and North-Eastern Brazil is now covered by a network
of air services.